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1. PREFACE  
 
1.1. This report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Inspection of Churches 

Measure, 1995 as amended by the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 
1991. {It follows the scheme established by the Chelmsford Diocesan Synod by a resolution of 
1st March 1997} 
 

2. CONDITIONS OF INSPECTION 
 

2.1. The inspection was undertaken on 29th June 2022 by Peter Harman, Chartered Architect.  
 

2.2. The previous inspection was carried out by Thomas Ford & Partners, and the inspection report 
was made available at the time of carrying out this inspection.   
 

2.3. The weather was warm approx. 12 degrees, during the inspection.  
 

2.4. The survey has not included any investigation as to whether high alumina cement was used 
during the construction of the building. The report is unable to advise that this building is free 
from risk in this respect.  
 

2.5. The survey did not have regard to any specific requirements of the gas, water, or electricity 
boards in respect of any fittings, fixtures, pipes and wiring.  
 

2.6. The drainage system has not been tested, although manhole covers were lifted where possible.  
 

3. SCOPE 
 
3.1. This report is based upon a visual inspection made from the ground or other easily accessible 

positions and is restricted to the general condition of the building and its contents.  Enclosed 
or inaccessible parts have not been opened up and no assurance can therefore be given that 
such parts are free from defect.  
 

3.2. Further examination could be undertaken if desired by the Parochial Church Council 
accompanied by a contractor to open up, or a specialist, if necessary.  

 

4. FURTHER ACTION  
 
4.1. This is a summary report only, as is required by the Inspection of Churches Measures; it is not 

a specification for the execution of work and must not be used as such.  
 

4.2. The Architect is willing to assist the PCC in implementing the recommendations and will if so 
requested, prepare a specification, obtain tenders and oversee the repairs.  
 

4.3. The PCC is reminded that most work to a church building or its contents will require 
authorisation by faculty. PCC minutes must record the fact that application is being made for 
faculty and that a copy of the minute must accompany the application, together with the DAC’s 
Certificate of Approval, a full specification, drawings where applicable and an estimate of the 
cost of the work. In any application for grant aid a full specification is always required. 
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5. MAINTENANCE BETWEEN INSPECTIONS 
 
5.1. Although the measure requires the church to be inspected by a suitably qualified person every 

five years, it should be realised that serious trouble may develop in between these surveys if 
minor defects are left unattended.  
 

5.2. Church Wardens are required by the Care of Churches and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measure 
1991, to make an annual inspection of the fabric and furnishings of the church and to prepare 
a report for consideration of the PCC before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. This report 
must then be presented to the APCM, with any amendments made by the PCC 
 

5.2. Arrangements should be made for immediate attention to such minor matters as displaced tiles 
and leaking pipes and the PCC are also strongly recommended to enter into an annual contract 
with a contractor for cleaning out gutters, hopper heads, downpipes and gullies twice a year in 
spring and autumn.  

5.4. Guidance may be had from the booklet   - How to Look after your Church – obtainable from 
Church House Bookshop, Great Smith Street, London SW1.  

6. LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR  
 

6.1. Where appropriate lightning conductors should be tested at every year (in addition to any works 
which may be recommended in this report) in accordance with the British Standard Code of 
Practice Current Edition – earthling. But the date of inspection should vary to allow for different 
climatic conditions to be considered for instance earth readings (for resistance) can and often 
rise in a period of little rain because the ground has dried out, thereby affecting the data 
recorded. Along with these reasons are the simple fact that the materials used for a lightning 
protection system can corrode and cease to be effective over a period of time. This should be 
carried out by a competent electrical engineer and the record of the test results and conditions 
should be kept with the Church Log Book.  

 

7. ASBESTOS  
 

7.1. Although asbestos was banned in 1985 and it is now illegal to use asbestos in the construction 
or refurbishment of any premises, many thousands of tonnes of it were used in the past (up to 
1999) and much of it is still in place. As long as it is in good condition and is not being disturbed, 
going to be disturbed or damaged there is no risk. However, if it is disturbed or damaged, it 
can become a danger to health because asbestos fibres are released into the air and people 
can breathe them in, leading to asbestos-related diseases, mainly cancers of the lungs and 
chest lining. To give you a better understanding of the locations asbestos materials can be 
found please see the below table. 
 

Higher Risk Lower Risk 

Sprayed asbestos and asbestos loose 
packing - generally used as fire breaks in 
ceiling voids. 

Some ceiling tiles. 

Moulded or preformed lagging - generally 
used in thermal insulation of pipes and 
boilers 

Certain textured coatings such as Artex. 

Sprayed asbestos - generally used as fire 
protection in ducts, firebreaks, panels, 
partitions, soffit boards, ceiling panels and 
around structural steel work. 

Asbestos cement products, including 
corrugated sheets in roofing and wall 
cladding & gutters, rainwater pipes and 
water tanks. 
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Insulating boards used for fire protection, 
thermal insulation, partitioning and ducts. 

Bitumen roofing material. 

Millboard, paper and paper products used 
for insulation of electrical equipment. 
Asbestos paper has also been used as a fire-
proof facing on wood fibreboard. 

Vinyl or thermoplastic floor tiles and acoustic 
pad under kitchen sinks 

 
8. INSURANCE AND FIRE PREVENTION 

 
8.1. The Charity Trustees is reminded that insurance cover should be index-linked so that adequate 

cover is maintained against inflation of building costs.  It is of course important to ensure that 
the basic sum insured is adequate at inception of index-linking, as this will deal only with future 
inflation.  
 

8.2. The Ecclesiastical Insurance Group which covers the majority of churches in this country will 
send its regional surveyor without charge to offer guidance as to the appropriate level of 
assessment in every case.  

 

8.3. The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 requires churches to undertake a 
comprehensive risk assessment to identify any possible dangers and risks, as well as the people 
who may be at risk. 
 

8.4. Every church should have at least two extinguishers of the appropriate type, and these should 
be examined and serviced at regular intervals. 
 

8.5. Water extinguishers are the most suitable for dealing with burning foliage, paper and wood, but 
must not be used on electrical equipment. 
 

8.6. Stewards must know where the extinguishers are and how to use them. Training can be 
provided either by your fire extinguisher supplier or the local Fire Brigade. 

 

9. TREES  
 
9.1. It is recommended that regular inspections by a professional arboriculturist of all mature trees 

in the churchyard should take place every 5 years at the time of the quinquennial inspection 
under the Inspection of Churches Measure 1995 with the tree report annexed to the 
quinquennial report. The arboriculturist will need the guidance of the Charity Trustees in 
identifying areas in the churchyard with varying degrees of public presence and those trees 
which might, if they fell, pose a risk to people or property.  
 

9.2. Between the formal inspections, congregation members need to keep an eye out for any 
deterioration in the trees or other problems developing, especially after storms. If there are 
concerns, an arboriculturist needs to be consulted. Further action may include monitoring of 
the defect, excluding the public from the vicinity of the tree, pruning the tree, or, in extreme 
cases, the felling of the tree 
 

9.3. All trees should be checked for damage boughs and for any disease and kept under control in 
size. It should be noted that tree roots will damage drains and foundations.  
 

9.4. Should any tree become subject to a Tree Preservation Order with the Council then their 
permission in writing will be required prior to any works necessary being carried out. 
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10. ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL INSTALLATIONS 
 

10.1. Any electrical installation should be tested every five years by an NICEIC registered electrician. 
An insulation resistance and earth continuity test (PAT Test) should be obtained on all circuits. 
The electricians test report should be kept with the Church Log Book.  
 

10.2. A thorough examination and test of the heating system should be carried out by a qualified 
engineer each summer before the heating season. It is recommended that the Charity Trustees 
have a regular inspection and maintenance contract, and all repairs should where possible be 
complete before winter.  

 

11. CDM 2015 & THE HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK ACT  
 

11.1. In 2015 Construction Design Management 2015 (CDM 2015) came into effect superseding CDM 
2007.  
 

11.2. CDM 2015 applies to all work which involves more than one contractor. Where CDM 2015 
applies the Church will need to appoint (in writing) a principal designer and a principal 
contractor. A principal designer is required to plan, manage and coordinate the planning and 
design work. 
 

11.3. A principal contractor is required to plan, manage and coordinate the construction work.  
 

11.4. The principal designer will help prepare the pre-construction information package alongside 
the Church which can be developed by the principle contractor into a construction phase plan.  
 

11.5. For further information regarding the client duties under CDM 2015, please see below link. 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/commercial-clients.htm  
 

11.6. The Health and Safety at Work Act applies to volunteers working on the church and churchyard 
and therefore a safe environment must be provided as for employees under the Act.  

  

12. EQUALITY ACT 2010 
 

12.1. The Equality Act was introduced on 1 October 2010. It gives legal protection from 
discrimination in the workplace and in wider society, consolidating three previous duties 
covering race, disability and gender, bringing them together into a single duty, and extending it 
to cover the ‘protected characteristics’ of age, sexual orientation, religion or belief, pregnancy 
and maternity, and gender reassignment. 
 

12.2. It is important in principle that everyone should have dignified access to and within buildings to 
which the Act applies. If treated as part of an integrated review of access arrangements for all 
visitors or users and a flexible and pragmatic approach is taken, it should normally be possible 
to plan suitable access for disabled people or others with a protected characteristics without 
compromising a building’s special interest.  
 

12.3. The Equality Act does not override other legislation such as listed building or planning 
legislation, and the need to consider necessary consents applies to changes proposed to 
improve access.  
 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/commercial-clients.htm
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Workplace
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Protected_characteristics
http://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/s/536536/
http://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/l/536327/
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12.4. It is recommending that the Charity Trustees carries out an access assessment, for further 
information please the ChurchCare Guidance Note Accessibility and Disabled People using the 
below link.  
 
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/making-changes-to-your-
building/detailed-advice/disabled-access 

 

13. PRELIMINARY INFORMATION  
 
13.1. Address of Church   
 

Holy Cross Church 

Church Road 

Basildon 

Essex 

SS14 2NB 

 

Listing   Grade II* 

Diocese  Chelmsford 

 

Archdeaconry Southend  

 

14. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 
 

15. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 
 

15.1. Although there has been a church on the site since the 13th century, the present building 

commenced with the Nave in the 14th century. The south porch was added mid 15th century 

and the Western Tower which is said to be early 16th century in date. The Chancel was rebuilt 

in brickwork in 1597 and again in 1702 and the South Porch retains significant amounts of a 

15th century timber porch structure. The building underwent a significant restoration in 1888  

and was restored by Joseph Peacock. In 1930 there were repairs to the nave, including 

removing the plaster ceiling, which were by Reginald Blomfield. Further repairs to the porch 

took place in the second half of the C20.The church is constructed primarily of rubble masonry, 

Kentish Ragstone, Reigate stone and other materials with the Chancel built of red brickwork. 

Roofs are plain tiles. 

 

 

http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/making-changes-to-your-building/detailed-advice/disabled-access
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/making-changes-to-your-building/detailed-advice/disabled-access
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SOUTH PORCH 
 
15.2. The porch roof is pitched. The east and west slopes are covered in handmade plain tiles with 

the weathering to the wall of the church formed with a mortar fillet and cut tiles above. The 

southern gable is finished with a pointed tile crease and tile undercloak. The ridge is completed 

with hogs back ridge tiles. 

 

15.3. The north and south elevations have half round cast iron guttering which discharges to the cast 

iron downpipes.  

 

15.4. In between the timbers there is modern infill panelling, probably dating from 1957, which has 

been rendered internally. There are two benches either side and the floor is modern quarry 

tiles in the centre, again probably dating from 1957, but with historic tiles either side. There is 

a single light fitting at high level. 

 

15.5. Access into the church is through a medieval vertical plank door with cross bracing on the rear, 

it is understood that this is the original south door to the church, mainly medieval in date, 

believed to be 14th century. 

 

15.6. Starting with the west elevation, timberwork is generally in fair condition.  

 

15.7. The south elevation has significant opening up between the masonry panels and the timber 

frame, there is opening up between elements of the timber frame as well, pegs have clearly 

moved or been broken off and the timber has begun to root in the bottom right hand post. This 

should be treated and repaired.  

 

15.8. The timberwork generally is weathered has a number of shakes which should be addressed. 

The timber generally should be treated to ensure longevity. The cause of water penetration 

should be explored and addressed prior to works being carried out. It is believed the barge 

boards to original, these remain in fair condition. The roof does not appear to have spread.  
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NAVE  

15.9. The Nave roof discharges to cast iron round section guttering fixed on brackets to the eaves. 

The eaves of the roof are appear to be sprocket ends and rafter ends, with supporting boarding 

above. For about two-thirds of the elevation there is an external wall plate but towards the 

west it has clearly been buried or lost. The wall plate, where it does exist, is made up of sections 

of timber with brick infill to stop vermin entering the roof space above and chicken wire, sitting 

on modern brickwork. Some of the wire has begun to come away which would allow the nesting 

of birds etc. This should be replaced, or an alternative solution considered.  

 

15.10. The north roof slope is a mirror image of the south roof slope. On the day of inspection there 

was some missing/cracked pointing under the ridge tiles but this appears relatively minor. 

There are a slightly greater number of missing roof tiles to the north elevation than the south 

and these too should be replaced.   

 

15.11. The guttering is rusting and probably leaking at all of its joints. The east end appears to be 

falling the wrong way, as indeed does the west end which means water is most likely 

overflowing and discharging over the buttress. Both downpipes would benefit from 

refurbishment. They have barbed wire on them to prevent people climbing. It would be sensible 

to remove the bar wire and decorate the downpipes with anti climb paint.  

 

15.12. The gulley east of the Porch has a cracked concrete cover over, this should be repaired or 

replaced and a similar covering installed to the west as this is currently uncovered.   

 

15.13. The south roof slope of the Nave is at approximately 45 degree of pitch, covered in handmade 

plain tiles. The ridge is finished with hogs back ridge tiles, the weathering to the Tower is with 

large expanses of lead cover flashings, and a small area of mortar fillet with cut tiles above. 

Where the roof at the west end extends beyond the Tower the roof is finished with a pointed 

tile crease and tile undercloak. A similar detail exists on the eastern gable 

 

15.14. The roof is generally in good condition. There are a few tiles missing but there is no significant 

movement in the roof generally.  

 

15.15.  The south elevation of the Nave is believed to date from the 14th century but it is clear that 

the section west of the South Porch is different in character to that to the east of the South 

Porch so it could be possible that this section of wall was built at a different time. The walls are 

generally constructed of rubble work with the sections west of the South Porch including flint 
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and what looks like a collection of mudstones and recycled material as well as the Kentish 

Ragstone which is in small elements. Area east of the South Porch appear to have larger Kentish 

Ragstone blocks. There is clearly some limestone stone and other materials incorporated in it 

and towards the east end there are clear softer blocks around what might have been a putlog. 

 

15.16. The south-eastern corner retains the original quoins but there are several other materials 

including a moulded stone at the top. The section east of the Porch contains a good quality 

15th century style three-light window with hood moulding above. Much of the masonry is 

original but the cill has been inappropriately repaired with sand and cement etc. The cill has 

become fragile and is cracking. This should be repaired. 

 

15.17. Moving to the section of wall west of the Porch there is a two-light 15th century style window.  

There is also a 45 degree angled buttress on the south-western corner. This has clearly been 

rebuilt overtime. Brickwork also exists in places and there appears to be a Portland block. The 

buttress stands on a plinth which would suggest it is an addition to the building. 

 

15.18. There is a significant bulge at high level at the western return by the Tower. The previous 

architect raised concerned about this and it is understood that further investigation into the 

cause of this matter is currently in hand and works will be carried out to address this issue.  

 

15.19. The buttress on the south-west corner is in reasonable condition. 

 

15.20. The wall west of the South Porch is heavily sand-cement repaired but a lot of this is starting to 

fall out, revealing the original mortar underneath which has large aggregate. It would now be 

worth removing the rest of the hard pointing and repointing as and when necessary. There is 

almost certainty some grout required for voids behind.  

 

15.21. The 19th century two-light window is in good condition. Some isolated blocks will need 

conservation and repair. There also appears to be some chalk blocks used in the construction 

of this wall which is unusual. 

 

15.22. The hard cement slurry over the cill to the three-light window is gradually cracking and coming 

off. The hard repairs also on the mullions and dressed work, while unfortunate. Whilst this is 

not ideal they do not appear to be damaged or cracked. It is recommended that the stonework 

to the church be reviewed by a stone conservator and a programme of works developed so 

that works can be completed coherently.  
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15.23. The north elevation has half round cast iron gutters fixed on brackets to the projecting eaves. 

The gutter discharges to two cast iron downpipes and directly into low level gulley’s. These 

gulley’s are modern with the drainage visible at one point partly above ground, it is recommend 

that be re-laid below ground where possible to ensure this is not accidentally damaged.  

 

15.24. The eaves again are formed by the ends of the rafters with a tilting fillet and external wall plate 

for much of the length, all protected by chicken-wire. Again, towards the west end the plate 

seems to disappear or possibly set back preventing it from being seen at ground level.  

 

15.25. The guttering generally need to be overhauled and refurbished. It is also rusting and should be 

replaced and/or overhauled. Downpipes appear to be in reasonable condition although require 

decoration.  

 

15.26. It is suspected that on the north side of the Nave there is modern drainage. Plastic pipework 

can be seen, and it has modern gulley’s. This appears to discharge into a plastic chamber to 

the north. This cover was lifted and was clear. Other soakaways may be present and within the 

church yard. 

 

15.27. The eastern gable of the Nave is rendered in what is assumed to be a lime-based material 

installed over expanded metal. The surface of the lime render is breaking down and the metal 

is starting to show through on the northern side. It would be prudent to allow for repairs to this 

to ensure we keep water out of this vulnerable junction.  

 

15.28. The north elevation of the Nave is unusual. The western third is possibly medieval in date, 14th 

century, in rubble Kentish Ragstone and other materials with a 45 degree angle buttress on the 

north-western corner. Here the dressings appear to be in sandstone with some brickwork 

replacements but are probably medieval. It sits on a plinth course which has been very heavily 

sand-cement repaired. 

 

15.29. The eastern two-thirds of the elevation are in brickwork, possibly 18th century, incorporating 

the medieval north door. This is a mixture Of Kentish Ragstone and similar materials and 

century sandstone. The elevation has two large lean-to buttresses, again 18th century in date, 

with a 45 degree angle one on the north-eastern corner, again dating from this period. 
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15.30. The brick section of the elevation has a two-light late 15th century style window, all in Bath 

stone and therefore 19th century in date and at the west end of the elevation there is a return 

back into the Tower. This again is constructed of mainly rubblework, much smaller material, 

and again is heavily sand-cement repaired. 

 

15.31. The 45 degree angle buttress on the south-eastern corner, is in generally good order.  The 

brickwork surrounding it does have sand-cement pointing in it, but is not in any worst condition. 

There is slight movement at high level around the buttress adjacent on the north elevation and 

these should be repointed. 

 

15.32. The adjacent buttress has been sand-cement pointed. The surface of the bricks on all 

elevations is being lost and it would be beneficial to remove this hard material. As previously 

recommended in the last quinquennial report it is recommended that this be removed which 

would prevent further significant loss to the brickwork. 

 

15.33. Looking at the main brickwork section and the next buttress, below plinth level there are a lot 

of spalling brickwork largely due to the hard pointing. Above plinth level bricks are starting to 

be lost but it is not as significant. On the buttress again material is being lost. Whilst there is a 

land drain to the perimeter of the church this is not sufficient and is largely overgrown in places 

which will limit its functionality.  

 

15.34. The hard pointing in the medieval walled section continues to cause issues. There has been 

some repointing but there are two movement cracks which should be pointed and grouted. It 

would be prudent to remove the hard material and repoint so the building can breathe. It is 

noted that the previous inspection made notes accordingly. 

 

15.35. The buttress on the north-western corner, is not in bad condition but again the hard pointing is 

slowing damaging the brickwork. The plinth has cracks and the hard pointing is accelerating 

decay. The return to the Tower has a lot of hard pointing starting to crack and come out and 

bulges at the same level as per the previous report. Please see earlier note regarding the works 

being carried out.  

 

15.36. The window west of the South Porch has diamond quarry glazing in it and external saddlebars 

protected by a wire grille. This appears to be in acceptable condition. It is noted coins have 

been posted through the metal grill, this should be removed to prevent staining and added to 
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the donation box of the church. Consideration could be given to providing a donation box 

externally elsewhere. 

 

15.37. The three light window east of the Porch has diamond quarry glazing in two lights and then the 

third light has stained glass, protected by a polycarbonate sheet. All windows have wire grilles 

with ferramenta and all appears stable at present. 

 

15.38. The two-light window to the north has diamond quarry glazing within it, protected by external 

ferramenta and wire grilles. The wire grill has begun to rust and stain the stone cill. This should 

be treated or replaced to prevent further corrosion and staining form occuring. There are open 

joints in the cill that need to be pointed up and in the head. These can be dealt with as part of 

the masonry works.  

 

CHANCEL  

 

15.39. The south roof slope is at approximately 45 degree of pitch, covered in modern handmade 

plain tiles with hogs back ridge tiles at the apex. The weathering to the gable of the Nave is with 

lead tucked up under modern lime plaster with a metal bead forming the weathering and a 

small section of dressing around the corner of the Nave. The eastern gable is finished with a 

pointed tile crease and tile undercloak. 

 

15.40. The north roof slope of the Chancel is a mirror image of the south roof slope.  

 

15.41. The north and south elevation of the Chancel has small section, half round cast iron gutters 

discharging to a downpipe at the east end, sections of which appear to have been made up of 

off cuts and do not appear to join correctly. The gutter to the south elevation is missing a stop 

end. All rainwater goods require attention, replacement and or decoration. Consider painting 

downpipes with anti climb paint. The gully’s should be carefully reviewed and fitted with 

suitable gratings/covers.  

 

15.42. The eaves are formed by the rafter ends which are appear to be a mixture of historic Victorian 

and 20th century, sitting on a chamfered external wall plate. The gaps between the rafters are 

fitted with chicken-wire and there is a tilting fillet and modern felt above. The chicken wire has 

come lose in some locations and should be refixed.  
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15.43. This timberwork to the eaves shows signs of historic rot and infestation but nothing appears 

unstable or in poor condition at this time.  

 

15.44. The Chancel is believed to have been rebuilt in the last decade of the 16th century. It is 

constructed of good quality red brickwork on a plinth course. There are two 13th century style 

lancets, both in Bath stone and on the external corner there is a buttress facing eastwards. This 

has brick capping and occasional stones in the plinth course, a single brick has fallen away and 

should be reinstated, brickwork should be checked to see if other bricks are loose.    

 

15.45. The wall/buttress has been repointed several times, particularly below plinth level where hard 

cementitious pointing is causing real damage to the 16th century brickwork. This should be 

removed to allow the wall to breathe and dry out.  

 

15.46. It is noted that around the base of the church there is a land drain with pea shingle in it. This 

applies to all elevations and will make a big difference; however, brickwork is still spalling and 

material is being lost. The hard pointing should be removed and the land drain kept clear of 

vegetation at all times to ensure that it can properly function. 

 

15.47. Above the string course again one or two bricks are suffering and there is pointing coming out, 

but it is not as bad. There is also clear evidence of penny struck pointing, showing the 18th 

century repointing of the building which is historically interesting. Both windows are in 

acceptable condition. Again, any minor repair works can be undertaken at the same time as the 

plinth is tackled. 

 

15.48. The east elevation is believed to date from the last decade of the 16th century. It is constructed 

of red brickwork but quite clearly elements have been rebuilt in the 18th century. The plinth 

courses and much of the brickwork to the right hand side appears to be original. 

 

15.49. The east elevation has a two-light 13th century style window with a hood moulding, all in Bath 

stone. Either side of the elevation are the lean-to buttresses with the tables in brickwork coming 

down onto the plinth course, which retain some elements of recycled medieval masonry. Above 

the window there is a light and a re-set stone. There is a tie rod to the left hand side, presumably 

inserted in the 18th or 19th century for structural reasons. 

 

15.50. The whole elevation has unfortunately been sand-cement over-pointed. Some modern 

repointing has been undertaken in recent years below the roofs. We do have movement cracks 

in the elevation and repointing has been undertaken in cement, which is unfortunate. Large 
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areas of the elevation are in sand-cement and significant areas of bricks are being lost at low 

level. This elevation needs fairly substantial conservation repair and repointing to prevent 

significant loss of fabric. 

 

15.51. The right-hand buttress is also suffering in a similar manner and this could form part of the 

works. 

 

15.52. There are clearly voids in the brickwork, particularly to the right-hand side of the window which 

could be carefully lime grouted at the same time as the pointing is replaced. The window is in 

fairly good condition.  

 

15.53. The north elevation of the Chancel is very similar to the south elevation but it has no window 

openings in it. It appears to be fundamentally original, from the late 16th century, but has been 

completely sand-cement over pointed, including the plinth. This issues described above apply 

to the north elevation.  

 

15.54. Both windows to the south elevation have modern clear diamond quarry glazing within them, 

external ferramenta and wire grilles. There also appear to be internal saddlebars. All appears 

in generally good condition. The ferramenta has split the stone in the past and it has been 

mortar repaired. 

 

15.55. The two-light window to the east elevation has diamond quarry glazing within the main lights 

and stained glass in the quatrefoil at high level, all protected by external wire grilles and all of 

which appears to be in good condition.  

 

WESTERN TOWER 

 

15.56. The Western Tower was inspected from ground level using binoculars and via drone. 

 

15.57. The tower is of three stages, and a plain parapet with pyramidal roof cap which is covered in 

plain tiles with leadwork to the hips. On the south side there is a lead covered hatch giving 

access into the parapet gutter and the apex of the roof is finished with a wrought iron 

weathervane which has the date '1702' and 'FA' incorporated into it. The parapet gutter is lead-

lined with no parapet wall. Water flows off the roof with no downpipe. 
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15.58. It is not possible to get out of the hatch from the Belfry. The ladder is of some age and clearly 

has nothing to stand on below. A drone was taken up to the inspect this section of the tower 

and previous assumptions are correct in that the water is simply thrown away from the building 

via the lead covered parapet. survey to be carried out of tower area as it is not clear when this 

was last inspected. The lead appears in good condition, and does not appear to be lifting or 

showing signs of corrosion, although this can be difficult to identify without lifting and looking 

at the underside of the sheet to see if condensation has caused corrosion on the underside of 

the sheet.  

 

15.59. There are no missing tiles, no curling or splitting of the leadwork, the weathervane appears to 

be in acceptable condition although, as ever, it would benefit from redecoration. Again, this 

seems to be in a similar condition. 

 

15.60. The Western Tower is believed to date primarily from the beginning of the 16th century 

although some accounts suggest it is 15th century in date. It is constructed solely of Kentish 

Ragstone with a plinth course at low level, a string course separating the lower section of the 

Tower from the upper sections and then the upper sections are capped with a moulded string 

course with grotesques on the four external corners. All four corners have quoins of varying 

dates, some Kentish Ragstone, some clearly 20th century replacements, and elevations have a 

mixture of opening lights in them. 

 

15.61. This western elevation has the same arrangement of high level Belfry openings, however in the 

lower stage there is a further two-light late 15th/early 16th century style window. The hood 

moulding is 19th century Bath stone and the rest appear to be 20th century 

 

15.62. The western door which is probably late 15th or early 16th century in date. This would benefit 

from shelter coating and conservation. The masonry has been heavily sand-cement repaired, 

including the hood moulding, the jambs and most of the other masonry.  

 

 

15.63. There are no real concerns with the Belfry masonry. The sand cement repairs to the tower 

generally while unfortunate, are not causing any untoward damage to the building but should 

be monitored in the future.  
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15.64. All the Belfry openings and the single light windows below in the north, south and west 

elevations have timber boards with a series of either fleur-de-lys crosses or trefoil designs cut 

out of them. Behind these there appears to be mesh to prevent bird ingress. 

 

15.65. All the boards have a degree of cracking in them which is to be expected, and there is a loss of 

decoration but all the boards are intact and as long as they are not letting water into the Tower, 

they should be suitably treated. 

 

15.66. On the west elevation the two-light window has diamond quarry glazing in it with external 

ferramenta, protected by external wire grilles. This all appears stable.  

 

15.67. The four slit windows in the Stair Turret have mesh and glass in them and appear stable, 

although some have cracked glass. 

 

BELFRY 

 

15.68. The Belfry is the highest chamber in the Tower. It has rubble walls with Belfry lights in the four 

elevations. All dressings are in Kentish Ragstone. The roof appears to be relatively modern. 

Wall plates support a cross with a vertical post supporting the hip timbers, rafters and felt. 

There is a small hatch on the south side that cannot be accessed. The cross has been reinforced 

with metal and a secondary timber bolted through, presumably to improve the connection as 

there was significant rot and infestation in the timbers where they joined each other. 

 

15.69. The Belfry contains an outstandingly important medieval bell frame. It has three pits consisting 

of a lower timber, vertical posts with braces and then small timbers forming the head stock for 

the bells to be chimed from. This sits on timberwork forming the ceiling of the chamber below 

with boards laid in occasionally for access. The three present bells, all of which seem to be of 

substantial age, retain their canons and are fixed to secondary timbers that are placed on top 

of this medieval frame. 

 

15.70. The Belfry openings then have the large timber boards with mesh behind to prevent bird and 

vermin ingress. 

 

15.71. It is strongly recommended that nobody comes up here on their own. Access is very difficult 

via the ladder from the chamber below. The condition of the boarding, although it looks sound, 

cannot be guaranteed. 
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15.72. There is no evidence of water penetration through the roof covering or around the southern 

hatch. It is clear that the cross tree in the centre was very badly rotten, hence the secondary 

timber bolted through. This repair, while not to current standards, does appear to be working. 

Therefore, it is probably best just left alone. There is no evidence that the infestation is 

continuing. 

 

15.73. Coming down onto the walls, there are minor movement cracks above the openings which is to 

be expected. They are slightly more substantial in the relieving arches, most notably on the 

south and west. There is some minor movement around the edges of this western facing window 

and above the head. 

 

15.74. There is cracking under the arch and above the Belfry opening on the south side where some 

work is needed. The other two windows appear to be in fairly good condition. Access is 

restricted, difficult and limited.  

 

15.75. The bell frame and timbers generally should be inspected by a specialist to ensure there is no 

infestation. Access is difficult and it would be prudent to consider improving the access 

arrangements to ensure the area can be more easily inspected.  

 

15.76. The Belfry would benefit from cleaning out. Any debris should be removed between the timbers 

and the walls. This must be done with great care as access is restricted and the condition of 

the boarding is unknown. 

 

SOUNDING CHAMBER 

 

15.77. The Sounding Chamber is the next chamber down in the Tower. Walls are rubble work with 

single light windows to the north, south and west. These are original. Walling generally is 

Kentish Ragstone but there are occasional chalk and other blocks. 

 

15.78. The floor above is contemporary with principal timbers running east-west and secondary 

timbers north-south with boarding above. It comes down onto wall plates and onto stone 

corbels. There have been some replacements, but generally the structure appears to be of one 

late medieval build and in fair condition. 
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15.79. In the south-western corner is a slight thickening to accommodate the staircase. This has an 

original stone entrance out of it, recessed for a door. The staircase may have been originally 

design to go higher.  

 

15.80. The floor would appear to be 19th century in date but is heavily covered in debris and there is 

a lot of material stored up here. In addition, there is the vent pipe from the toilet at low level. 

 

15.81. Starting with the floor structure for the Belfry above, it appears to be generally in good 

condition. Clearly there has been some treatment and replacement of timbers, particularly 

against the walls. There is no real evidence of rot or infestation, although a specialist should be 

employed to inspect the timbers within the church. The end bearing of one of the principal 

timbers to the bell frame on the south side has little bearing onto the final timber. It would be 

worth considering some strengthening work to give it additional support.  

 

15.82. Again, there are movement cracks above all the window openings, as one would expect. Those 

to the north and south are open and there is slight movement in the jambs, again to be expected. 

Some repair would be desirable.  

 

15.83. The floor appears to sag slightly in the middle and has some bounce to it. The floor should not 

be accessed by anyone unless they are confident that it is safe to walk on or are suitably 

harnessed. The floor should be cleaned, and all paraphernalia stored in this area removed. A 

method statement for carrying out the work should be provided prior to work taking place.   

Once the debris has been removed, then a further inspection can be undertaken. 

 

15.84. The spiral staircase is very tight but there are no significant vertical movement cracks. It is 

generally in fair condition and no major concerns are expressed, however anybody accessing 

the upper floor should be made aware of the potential issues and it is recommend that a notice 

be posted at lower level identifying the potential risks.   

 

15.85. The Tower base has been partly enclosed to form a toilet enclosure in the western half. Walls 

are plastered and decorated with a modern construction for the small toilet enclosure which 

also provides access to the tower above via the spiral staircase. The ceiling is the floor of the 

Sounding Chamber, with principal timbers running north-south and a hatch in the centre and 

then what looks like 19th century boarding above.  
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INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH 

 

15.86. The Holy Cross Church is a relatively small building as such the interior of the church has been 

described below under a single heading.  

 

NAVE AND CHANCEL 

 

15.87. The walls are plastered and decorated with a decorative dado rail in plaster at approximately 

1.4m above floor level.  

 

15.88. On the north wall there is a thickening in the north-western corner which suggests a different 

method of construction. Period and reason for this thickening is unknown. 

 

15.89.  The Nave roof is believed to be postmedieval. Five tie beams still remain, possibility from an 

earlier roof structure. The roof structure above then consists of principal rafters with sans 

purlins interlocking into them. The roof is then boarded. The date of construction is believed 

to be 17th century with a lot of re-used material in it. The roof comes down onto ashlar posts 

and inner and outer wall plates. 

 

15.90. Illumination is provided by hanging light fittings from the tie beams, heating is by high level 

radiant heaters.  

 

15.91. The Nave has what appears to be a 20th century tiled floor throughout, although the western 

half is carpeted and then areas of pew platforms and pine pews survive. These appear to be to 

the latter half of the 19th century in date. Towards the east end of the Nave are two 

postmedieval gravestones and there is a small step up into the Chancel. Also at the east end is 

a small single manual organ. Small power is provided by occasional sockets and there is 

firefighting equipment. At the west end there is a collection of modern furniture and storage 

cupboards, as well as a moveable timber font.   

 

15.92. Finally, in the Nave there are a number of memorials including the First World War memorial, 

a very unusual coat-of-arms to Queen Anne and a very early, 18th century, benefaction board. 

 

15.93. Moving into the Chancel the floor finish appears to be 19th century in date with simple choir 

stalls on timber platforms which appear to be 20th century. Walls are plastered and decorated 

with clear evidence of hard cementitious renders up to a height of approximately 1.5m. The 
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only exception to this is the east wall which has modern panelling. The east end is then one 

further step up. The floor within the Chancel is carpeted. There is a good example of what is 

believe to be 18th century communion rails which are in good order.  

 

15.94. The roof structure is contemporary with the rebuilding of the Chancel, therefore 16th century 

in date consisting of originally three tie beams, of which only one still survives, with a single 

truss supporting the purlins and rafters above. Everything is in a pseudo-barrel vault form with 

boarding in between the purlins and wind braces. There are area within this Chancel which 

suggest the boarding has been damaged due to water ingress. This may be historic, but should 

be checked prior to carrying out any decorating the space. Again, heating is provided by high 

level radiant heaters and lighting by high level fittings.  

 

15.95. Finally, the roof structure was braced probably in the post-16th century period by two metal 

bars, probably 19th century insertions when they removed the eastern tie beam. 

 

15.96. The walls do have movement cracks around window openings and under beam bearings but 

none of them are of particular concern. It is believe the building is built on clay movement of 

this type would be expected in a building of this age and within these locations. This however 

should be monitored regularly.  

 

15.97. The hard render at low level and the inappropriate paint finishes on the walls are causing the 

plaster to spal. Decoration and material is being lost due to the fact that the walls are retainnigh 

water and are unable to breathe. This occurs on both the north and  south elevations but also 

to an extent on the north. This should be addressed to prevent the issue from spreading. It 

would be desirable to remove the inappropriate materials. 

 

15.98. The pew platforms show no evidence of rot or infestation. There are some vents in the platform 

to allow air to circulate. Floor finishes are in good condition generally. 

 

15.99. There is slight movement on the Chancel, and this should be monitored. The floor finish has 

the odd loose tile which should be addressed to ensure it does not cause a trip hazard.  
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VESTRY / TOILET  

 

15.100. The toilet is fitted with a part m disabled sanitary ware and grab rails. Although the space 

available does not strictly comply. A pull cord alarm is fitted to the toilet including visual. The 

toilet is illuminated by a single light fitting and has a Sadia hot water heater. 

 

15.101.  The floor is finished with a vinyl safety floor finish and is also used for storage. The outer area 

of the Tower is used as a vestry and is separated from the church by a curtain on a modern 

timber structure. It has the sound system, desk, filing cabinet, main electrical intake which is 

single phase and the safe. There is also a C02 fire extinguisher and remnants of panelling. 

 

15.102. Commencing in the toilet, there is slight infestation in the bottom of the panelling. It is not 

significant and the panelling is not historic. The Parish should just keep an eye on it. At some 

point we will have to make a decision as to whether we repair the panelling or remove it. 

 

15.103. The toilet enclosure is in a fair condition. 

 

15.104. There is some water coming through on the north elevation and above the west window. This 

might be as much due to the fact that the paint finish looks like emulsion and is coming off and 

is locking moisture in the walls. A longer term aim would be to remove this inappropriate 

decorative finish. 

 

15.105. As viewed from ground level, no evidence of rot or infestation was visible in the floor above. 

The main electrical intake is located within this area and it is understood to be tested annually.  

 

15.106. Entry into the Tower is through a contemporary arch which is believed to be very late medieval 

in date. Again, it has been over-painted in emulsion and is losing decoration, particularly at high 

level. It would be beneficial to remove this decoration but there would be a significant cost 

involved. There are similar issues at low level where moisture is being trapped in the masonry.  
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BOUNDARY WALLS, FENCES, PAVINGS, PATHS, TREES, GARDENS & NOTICE BOARDS 

 

15.107. Entry into the churchyard is opposite the South Porch, off Church Road. There are modern 

metal railings which define the churchyard on the south and west sides. It is understood that 

the local authority is responsible for the care of the churchyard as it is closed. This should be 

established as the railing require decoration, and it is recommended that contact be made with 

the local authority regarding this.  

 

15.108. Entry up to the church is via a concrete slab path. There is slight movement between the slabs. 

It is not particularly uneven but this should be monitored to ensure this does not cause a trip 

hazard.  

 

15.109. The churchyard to the west of the path is mainly laid to grass with occasional gravestones and 

the Garden of Remembrance and Remembrance Wall. Generally, this is all in acceptable 

condition. 

 

15.110. The churchyard extends to the east, a considerable distance. The graves are mainly 19th and 

20th century although there are early 18th and possibly 17th century graves near the church. It 

is understood that the Parish do not have a repairing liability for monuments but they do have 

a Health & Safety liability it is therefore recommended that this be reviewed on an annual basis 

to ensure the stability of headstones etc. Where monuments are found to be unstable these 

should be brought to the attention of the local authority.   

 

15.111. The churchyard is defined on its outer boundaries by poplars and a number of other trees. The 

northern boundary is then formed by a large metal paled fence, onto the adjacent playing fields 

and housing development. This is again understood to be under the ownership/control of the 

local authority. 

 

15.112. The overall impression of the churchyard is that it is in serviceable condition. It is understood 

that in previous years the Parish work with the Probation Service to try and keep matters under 

control, however this had not been possible in recent years due to COVID. It is understood that 

the parish is making enquiries as to whether or not these service will be provided once more.  
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16. WORK DONE DURING THE QUINQUENNIUM  
 

16.1. Since the last quinquennial survey was conducted the following works have been carried out.  
 

a) It is understood that minor roof repairs have been carried out since the last 
quinquennial.  
 

b) Other works were programmed in to address some of the concerns regarding the 
external repointing, however this was placed on hold due to COVID but expected 
to be carried out in the next month or so.  

 

c) General maintenance 
 

 
17. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD & SUMMARY OF QUINQUENNIAL INSPECTION 

 
17.1. The following pages identify various issues found when undertaking the inspection. A summary 

of these pages and the required repairs can be found below, and have been categorised as 
follows: 
 

A. High – Issues requires urgent attention and should be dealt with as immediately.  
 

B. Medium – Issues requiring attention before the next inspection.  
 

C. Low – Issues which do not necessarily require attention before the next inspection, or 
those which should be monitored over a period of time.  
 

D. Maintenance – Issues relating to general maintenance issues, to be carried out on a 
regular basis.  
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Category  Description of Issue Recommendation 

A Repointing of masonry  Remove hard plaster to the worst affected areas and 
repoint with suitable mortar 

A Clear tower  Remove debris and paraphernalia from tower 

A Pest control Obtain specialist advice in connection with potential 
infestations 

A Cleaning of gutters, decoration 
of cast iron rainwater goods. 

Repair, replace cast iron rain water goods and 
decorate where required.  

A French drain Ensure the French drain is maintained and kept clear 
of vegetation.  

B Roof Replaced missing tiles to roof 

B Gully covers Ensure gully’s are kept clear and covers reinstated. 

B Internal decoration Remove inappropriate decorative finish and limewash 
the walls.  

B External decoration Prepare and suitably decorate external doors 

C Stone conservation Obtain advice and schedule works to stonework 
around the church 

D Clear rainwater goods Continue to check the condition of the rainwater 
goods and ensure that these are kept clear at all times 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 

 

 



Photo 1

South elevation of the church.

The south elevation of the Nave is believed to date from

the 14th century but it is clear that the section west of the

South Porch is different in character to that to the east of

the South Porch so it could be possible that this section

of wall was built at a different time. The walls are

generally constructed of rubble work with the sections

west of the South Porch including flint

Photo 2

West elevation showing the main tower of the church. 

The tower is of three stages, and a plain parapet with

pyramidal roof cap which is covered in plain tiles with

leadwork to the hips.

Photo 3

North elevation

The north elevation of the Nave is unusual. The western

third is possibly medieval in date, 14th century, in rubble

Kentish Ragstone and other materials with a 45 degree

angle buttress on the north-western corner.



Photo 4

East elevation 

The east elevation is believed to date from the last

decade of the 16th century. It is constructed of red

brickwork but quite clearly elements have been rebuilt in

the 18th century. The plinth courses and much of the

brickwork to the right hand side appears to be original.

The east elevation has a two-light 13th century style

window with a hood moulding, all in Bath stone. Either

side of the elevation are the lean-to buttresses with the

tables in brickwork coming down onto the plinth course

Photo 5

South entrance porch 

The timber work has significant opening up between the

masonry panels and the timber. 

Pegs have clearly moved or been broken off and the

timber has begun to root in the bottom right hand post.

This should be treated and repaired.

Photo 6

West elevation of south entrance porch shows damaged

tiles which need to be replaced. Approx 4 tiles.

Cast iron rainwater goods should be prepared and

decorated. 

Timber work is generally in fair condition. Timber to porch

should be treated.



Photo 7

The porch roof is pitched. The east and west slopes are

covered in handmade plain tiles with the weathering to the

wall of the church formed with a mortar fillet and cut tiles

above. The southern gable is finished with a pointed tile

crease and tile undercloak. The ridge is completed with

hogs back ridge tiles.

Cast iron downpipe should be prepared and decorated. 

The barb wire should be removed and if necessary the

downpipe painted with anti climb paint.

The gully at the foot of the downpipe should be cleared of

all debris.

Photo 8

East elevation of the south porch is in slightly better

condition.

The downpipe to the corner of the porch is as described

before. The drainage gully has a concrete cover,although

cracked, this could be replicated on the opposite side to

help prevent the build up of rubbish occurring.

Photo 9

The section of wall west of the Porch there is a two-light

15th century style window. There is also a 45 degree

angled buttress on the south-western corner. This has

clearly been rebuilt overtime. 

The south wall west of the nave requires attention as the

mortar has begun to fall away. This should be

appropriately repointed with suitable mortar.

Climbing plants have recently been planted in front of this

wall. It is strong recommended that these be removed so

that they do not grow on to and up the wall of the church

causing more damage. 



Photo 10

The window, stone surround and iron bars are in fair

condition. It is noted coins have been posted through the

metal grill, this should be removed and added to the

donation box of the church.

Consideration could be given to providing a donation box

externally elsewhere.

Photo 11

Photo showing the recessed mortar as described above.



Photo 12

The south-eastern corner retains the original quoins but

there are several other materials including a moulded

stone at the top. The section east of the Porch contains a

good quality 15th century style three-light window with

hood moulding above. Much of the masonry is original but

the cill has been inappropriately repaired with sand and

cement etc. 

The east side of the south elevation shows further

evidence of receding mortar. The stones should be

repointed with appropriate mortar.

The face of the stones have also come away and begun

to crumble in some locations.

Consider carrying out repairs to the these stones. This

should be done by a qualified stone conservator, who has

experience in this type of work.

Photo 13

The south-eastern corner retains the original quoins but

there are several other materials including a moulded

stone at the top. 

Photo showing the deterioration to the wall.

Photo 14

The corner of the wall where the roof of the chancel

connects to the main body of the church provides an

awkward detail.



Photo 15

The three light window east of the Porch has diamond

quarry glazing in two lights and then the third light has

stained glass, protected by a polycarbonate sheet. All

windows have wire grilles with ferramenta and all appears

stable at present.

The window to then south elevation serving the nave has

over the years been repaired. Some repairs have been

carried out better than others. 

The stone sill has become fragile and is cracking and

should be repaired. The ferramenta bars require

decoration.

Photo 16

The Chancel is constructed of good quality red brickwork

on a plinth course. There are two 13th century style

lancets, both in Bath stone and on the external corner

there is a buttress facing eastwards. This has brick

capping and occasional stones in the plinth course, a

single brick has fallen away and should be reinstated,

brickwork should be checked to see if other bricks are

loose. 

The brickwork extension which forms the chancel is

showing significant signs of spalling brickwork and

repointing is required in some locations.

Photo 17

Photo showing area area of damaged/spalling brickwork.



Photo 18

Further example of damaged brickwork

Photo 19

The stone window surrounds are in fair condition. The

metal grating has begun to stain the stonework and the

bars need decoration.



Photo 20

The south east buttress requires attention. 

A single brick has fallen away and should be reinstated. 

Brickwork requires repointing.

Photo 21

The east end of the Chancel is a tie rod to the left hand

side, presumably inserted in the 18th or 19th century for

structural reasons.

Stop end is missing from the gutter and should be

provided, it would appear that this is also missing on the

opposite end.



Photo 22

The east elevation has a two-light 13th century style

window with a hood moulding, all in Bath stone. The east

gable window is in good condition.

The pointing to the middle of the stone needs to be

redressed and the brickwork on this elevation is spalling

and joints need repointing as before.

The flood light over the window appears to be full of water

and should be repaired/replaced.

Photo 23

The north elevation of the Chancel is very similar to the

south elevation but it has no window openings in it. It

appears to be fundamentally original, from the late 16th

century, but has been completely sand-cement over

pointed, including the plinth. This issues described above

apply to the north elevation. The north wall of the chancel

is in better condition generally. 

The cast iron rainwater goods are as described before.

Photo 24

The downpipe to the north elevation does not appear to be

discharging properly into the gully and no cover is

provided. This could cause a trip hazard especially with

grass over grown.

It is noted that there is a shingle channel around the

church generally, but this is covered with grass which will

slow down the rate water can drain away. This should be

removed and the shingle cleared of any debris.



Photo 25

The buttress walls to the Nave are in good condition

generally, although the moss should be removed. 

The eastern gable of the Nave is rendered in what is

assumed to be a lime-based material installed over

expanded metal. The surface of the lime render is

breaking down and the metal is starting to show through

on the northern side. It would be prudent to allow for

repairs to this to ensure we keep water out of this

vulnerable junction. 

Photo 26

Photo showing the blown render.

Careful detailing of the brickwork directly below should be

considered when carrying out the work.

Photo 27

The window to the north elevation serving the nave is the

poorest quality stonework to the church.

Repairs are generally required and at the top and bottom

of the surround.



Photo 28

The downpipe adjacent to the window above discharges

and connects into a plastic pipe below the ground. 

This is visible above the ground and should be relaid to

ensure it is not damaged when cutting the grass etc.

Photo 29

The north elevation of the Nave is unusual. The western

third is possibly medieval in date, 14th century, in rubble

Kentish Ragstone and other materials. The eastern two-

thirds of the elevation are in brickwork, possibly 18th

century, incorporating the medieval north door. 

The north entrance has been blocked up. The stone

surround is still visible but damaged.

Photo 30

The north elevation of the bell tower is fitted with lighting

conductor which was last tested 21/2/2019 according to

the external label.

This appears to be securely fixed in place.



Photo 31

All the Belfry openings and the single light windows below

in the north, south and west elevations have timber

boards with a series of either fleur-de-lys crosses or trefoil

designs cut out of them. Behind these there appears to

be mesh to prevent bird ingress.

Consideration should be given to treating these boards.

Photo 32

The western door which is probably late 15th or early 16th

century in date. This would benefit from shelter coating

and conservation. The masonry has been heavily sand-

cement repaired, including the hood moulding, the jambs

and most of the other masonry.

Photo 33

The window above the west entrance is in good condition.

The iron bars require decoration. 

The timber boards are as described before.

Photo 34

The roof of the church is generally in good order with few

slipped or missing tiles. 

These should be replaced. 

The lead flashing abutting the tower appears in good

condition.



Photo 35

The roof to the north is also is good condition but would

appear to have a greater number of damaged/missing

tiles. 

Photo 36

The tower is of three stages, and a plain parapet with

pyramidal roof cap which is covered in plain tiles with

leadwork to the hips. On the south side there is a lead

covered hatch giving access into the parapet gutter and

the apex of the roof is finished with a wrought iron

weathervane which has the date '1702' and 'FA'

incorporated into it. The parapet gutter is lead-lined with

no parapet wall. Water flows off the roof with no

downpipe.

The tower roof appear me to be in good condition as does

the weather vain. 

Photo 37

The gaps between the rafters are fitted with chicken-wire

and there is a tilting fillet and modern felt above. The

chicken wire has come lose in some locations and should

be refixed.



Photo 38

The approach to holy cross church is provided by a small

public parking forecourt.

Entry into the churchyard is opposite the South Porch, off

Church Road. There are modern metal railings which

define the churchyard on the south and west sides. It is

understood that the local authority is responsible for the

care of the churchyard as it is closed. This should be

established as the railing require decoration, and it is

recommended that contact be made with the local

authority regarding this. 

Entry up to the church is via a concrete slab path. There

is slight movement between the slabs. It is not

particularly uneven but this should be monitored to ensure

this does not cause a trip hazard. 

There are 4 no bollards, the ownership of those is not

know. 

2 modern notice boards are provided both appear to be in

good condition, as is the restoration fund board.

Photo 39

The entrance leading up to the church is in good condition

and paved with concrete slabs. 

The burial grounds are largely grassed with shrubs and

trees planted close to the boundary.



Photo 40

There is a memorial wall to the west of the site which is in

good condition. 

There are a number of benches located within the

grounds. These appear to be in a fair condition but require

decoration.

Photo 41

Photo of the church grounds looking east.

The churchyard extends to the east, a considerable

distance. The graves are mainly 19th and 20th century

although there are early 18th and possibly 17th century

graves near the church. It is understood that the Parish

do not have a repairing liability for monuments but they do

have a Health & Safety liability it is therefore

recommended that this be reviewed on an annual basis to

ensure the stability of headstones etc. Where monuments

are found to be unstable these should be brought to the

attention of the local authority.

Photo 42

The manhole cover was lifted and appears to be clear.



Photo 43

The south porch is accessed via a wrought iron gate.

In between the timbers there is modern infill panelling,

probably dating from 1957, which has been rendered

internally. There are two benches either side and the floor

is modern quarry tiles in the centre, again probably dating

from 1957, but with historic tiles either side. There is a

single light fitting at high level.

The open metal grill is fitted around the porch and provide

further security.

Photo 44

Access into the church is through a medieval vertical

plank door with cross bracing on the rear, it is understood

that this is the original south door to the church, mainly

medieval in date, believed to be 14th century.

Photo 45

The walls are plastered and decorated with a decorative

dado rail in plaster at approximately 1.4m above floor

level. On the north wall there is a thickening in the north-

western corner which suggests a different method of

construction. Period and reason for this thickening is

unknown.

The floor of the nave and aisle is finished with a modern

quarry tile. The rear of the church is carpeted and fitted

with free standing chairs. 

At the rear of a church a set of drapes are hung to provide

visual separation between the workshop area Vestry,

tower access and toilet.



Photo 46

The toilet area provide access to general storage behind

another set of curtains and the external doors remain

visible.

Access to the tower is also obtained through the toilet via

a spiral staircase. 

The floor is finished a non slip vinyl flooring. 

The toilet is fitted with a part m disabled sanitary ware

and grab rails. Although the space available does not

strictly comply. A pull cord alarm is fitted to the toilet

including visual. A small electric heater is provided.

An internal roof light provide borrowed light to this space.

Photo 47

The Nave has what appears to be a 20th century tiled

floor throughout, although the western half is carpeted and

then areas of pew platforms and pine pews survive.

These appear to be to the latter half of the 19th century in

date. Towards the east end of the Nave are two

postmedieval gravestones and there is a small step up

into the Chancel. Also at the east end is a small single

manual organ. Small power is provided by occasional

sockets and there is firefighting equipment. At the west

end there is a collection of modern furniture and storage

cupboards, as well as a moveable timber font. The font is

in good condition but could be decorated.

Photo 48

Church pews appear to be in good order with no sign of

any active insect manifestation.



Photo 49

Moving into the Chancel the floor finish appears to be

19th century in date with simple choir stalls on timber

platforms which appear to be 20th century. Walls are

plastered and decorated with clear evidence of hard

cementitious renders up to a height of approximately

1.5m. The only exception to this is the east wall which

has modern panelling. The east end is then one further

step up. The floor within the Chancel is carpeted. There is

a good example of what is believe to be 18th century

communion rails which are in good order. 

Photo 50

Timber panelling is provided to the rear wall of the church.

Photo 51

There is evidence of water ingress above the south east

window. It is assumed that this is historic and but should

be monitored. 



Photo 52

The Chancel roof is formed from a pseudo-barrel vault

form with boarding in between the purlins and wind

braces. There are area within this Chancel which suggest

the boarding has been damaged due to water ingress.

This may be historic, but should be checked prior to

carrying out any decorating the space. Again, heating is

provided by high level radiant heaters and lighting by high

level fittings. 

Photo 53

The Nave roof is believed to be postmedieval. Five tie

beams still remain, possibility from an earlier roof

structure. The roof structure above then consists of

principal rafters with sans purlins interlocking into them.

The roof is then boarded. The date of construction is

believed to be 17th century with a lot of re-used material

in it. The roof comes down onto ashlar posts and inner

and outer wall plates.

Heat is provided by overhead BNThermic heaters.

Photo 54

Example of lime plaster which has been painted with

emulsion paint in certain areas. This should be removed

and the plaster repainted with a lime wash.



Photo 55

The corner to at the rear of the church where the

buttresses meet creates an area which appears damp

occurs. 

This should be monitored following he repointing of

brickwork, as this may assist with drying this section of

wall out.

Photo 56

View internally of the three light window to the east fitted

with polycarbonate sheet to provide additional protection

to the stain glass window.

Photo 57

The tower is access via a spiral staircase which is very

tight but there are no significant vertical movement

cracks. It is generally in fair condition and no major

concerns are expressed, however anybody accessing the

upper floor should be made aware of the potential issues

and it is recommend that a notice be posted at lower level

identifying the potential risks.

Photo 58

The floor would appear to be 19th century in date but is

heavily covered in debris and there is a lot of material

stored up here. In addition, there is the vent pipe from the

toilet at low level.



Photo 59

Internal photo showing timber boards with a series of

either fleur-de-lys crosses or trefoil designs cut out of

them. Behind these there appears to be mesh to prevent

bird ingress, some of which has come away. 

Consider installing new insect mesh internally and

decoration to the boards.

Photo 60

The ladder leading to the bell chamber is not tied at the

top and is very difficult to access.



Photo 61

The roof appears to be relatively modern. Wall plates

support a cross with a vertical post supporting the hip

timbers, rafters and felt. There is a small hatch on the

south side that cannot be accessed. 

The Belfry contains an outstandingly important medieval

bell frame. It has three pits consisting of a lower timber,

vertical posts with braces and then small timbers forming

the head stock for the bells to be chimed from. This sits

on timberwork forming the ceiling of the chamber below

with boards laid in occasionally for access. The three

present bells, all of which seem to be of substantial age,

retain their canons and are fixed to secondary timbers

that are placed on top of this medieval frame.

It is strongly recommended that nobody comes up here

on their own. Access is very difficult via the ladder from

the chamber below. The condition of the boarding,

although it looks sound, cannot be guaranteed.

Photo 62

The cross has been reinforced with metal and a

secondary timber bolted through, presumably to improve

the connection as there was significant rot and infestation

in the timbers where they joined each other

Photo 63

Drone Image 1



Photo 64

Drone Image 2

Photo 65

Drone Image 3

Photo 66
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Photo 67
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Photo 68
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